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Your Book 

We are fair and flexible, but serious. We will not under any circumstances put out a product that does 
not speak well of both the author and the publisher. 

Here at Propertius Press our little staff of five needs to be able to concentrate on the quality of the 
actual works we feel belong in our catalog. We review hundreds of submissions, out of which we 
select fewer than 5% to begin initial editing and quality control - which weeds out about half again - 
and finally, reaching out to the authors of those selected few works; about 2.5% of what we receive. 
We have spent over four years researching, reviewing, editing, selecting, and building our platform. 
We are here for the long haul. 

Should you be offered a contract to publish with Propertius Press, you might have questions about the
format and specifics about what your book will look like, electronic platforms, and cover art. We'll 
address some of these here.

Electronic Publishing:
An eBook is nothing, really, like a physical hard copy book.

Probably the highest investment of time on our part is the formatting and preparation of the eBook 
versions of our works. Electronic publishing involves completely stripping out existing formatting, re-
formatting, and re-reviewing every single page of a book. For eBook management and conversion we 
use Calibre software. We utilize Smashwords for our eBook distribution in order to take advantage of 
the network they've worked hard to establish with each major retail outlet, including Amazon, Apple 
iStore, Barnes & Noble, Diesel, Kobo, Sony, and all other platforms. In addition, Smashwords provides
useful quality-checking features to ensure that all eBooks are accepted into the various distribution 
catalogs used by the major retailers, something that saves us time, trouble, and ultimately, is a wise 
use of available resources. 

Physical Books – Paperback and Hardcovers:
The fact is, most small, independent presses like Propertius Press use Print-on-Demand technology. 
We researched and tried several domestic printing companies that for simplicity's sake we will not re-
hash here. The fact is that for the price - the product, distribution, and turn-around time Lulu provides
are simply superior. The finished books are beautiful - the paper is creamy, satiny and crisp, the text 
lies neatly on the page, and the covers are stunning because the materials Lulu uses are the best in the 
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printing industry. In addition, Lulu is located practically next door to us in southern Virginia - they 
are out of Raleigh, NC. 

There are two levels at Lulu - one for strictly self-publishers, and one for the trade, which is what we 
use. The trade, of course, is geared toward major market distribution - and each book goes through a 
rigorous and time-consuming quality control check before being released to the worldwide Ingram 
and Amazon catalogs. Lulu's self-publishing platform is great for people who "just want to get their 
work out there" but aren't concerned with distribution to major retailers. In contrast, Lulu's POD 
program is exactly what we were looking for. It is like having our own contract printing firm and 
distribution warehouse, without having to staff, run, and QC it, too.

Lulu is the only POD out there that we have found that provides complete distribution and 
production that still keeps the price within reach. It's still not cheap - our books retail for $16.99 for 
paper and $29.99 for hardcover - half of which goes to whatever retail market sells the book - but they 
are comparable to the prices others charge, are within reach of the average consumer, and we are able 
to offer discounts directly through our website and in person at trade shows, book fairs, and the like.

AudioBooks and Film Rights:
We are in the process of developing audiobooks and book trailers for our published works. While we 
don't actively pursue film opportunities, we are interested in doing book trailers, for which film rights
are necessary. And we would like to be able to be a part of any film offer that results from a work we 
publish. Given the fact that our contracts are for the first three (3) years only, renewable on a case-by-
case basis through agreements with our authors, we feel this protects our investment in a work while 
allowing an author to pursue film production independently, should he or she so choose.

Cover Art:
Collaborative investment in a book includes working together on the cover. We will never dictate to 
an author about the content or design of a book cover. Some authors leave this to us, which is fine, 
because we have graphics professionals and artists on our staff, understanding that this does mean the
possibility of slightly higher internal costs invested in the production of your book. Some authors hire 
artists directly, or are artists themselves, which is great. As long as the finished product is eye-
catching both from thumbnail (online) and full-size (physical) display aspects, and reflects the high 
quality that we as publisher, our readers, and our authors expect, we're not going to quibble about 
particulars. We are happy to work with each author on the design and layout of the cover. 

Further questions? Please let us know.

Propertius Press
PO Box 52

Rocky Mount, VA 24151
propertiuspress@gmail.com (540) 238-2329www.propertiuspress.com
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