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General Publishing Terms

We are fair and flexible, but serious. We will not under any circumstances put out a product 
that does not speak well of both the author and the publisher. 

Should you be offered a contract to publish with Propertius Press, these are the terms you are 
likely to receive:

Payment:
We do not give advances, but we put out a very high quality product with careful editing and
professional layout and design. You will be given, at no cost, no less than five (5) copies of 
each media version of your work, and will be able to purchase additional copies at our cost, 
generally about 1/3 of total retail cost. We will distribute through all major book and ebook 
sales distribution networks so that your work is available for purchase through Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, Kobo, Apple iStore, etc. You are not obliged to assist with marketing or 
distribution; this is entirely up to you – we do not discourage it, however!

These retail distribution networks will always charge their customers no less than 80% 
markup to purchase the book, and often up to 100% markup, and they will keep the entire 
amount of that markup. We, as publisher, have control over only the first 50% of the retail 
price of any work, out of which we must pay our overhead and costs. Therefore, we pay 
authors only in a portion of proceeds from sales of the book, in the range of 40% of net sales, 
on a quarterly basis. The sales, of course, are where we recoup the publishing, distribution, 
and editing investment we have made in your book. 

Duration of copyright:
Generally our contractual arrangements are in the range of only three years, as it is been 
shown that this is the best length of time for which to judge whether the relationship is 
working for both of us. After two years or so, we both know whether or not the publisher-
writer contract should be renewed at the end of the two-year period. So far, this has worked 
well for all concerned.

Publishing Rights:
We will ask for domestic (US) and International digital, audio, and paper publishing rights, 
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and we reserve the right to negotiate video and film rights. 

Versions:
We are an ebook-first publisher. This means that the first version of your book will be 
downloadable for all electronic readers, and may be purchased through our website and all 
major distributors, including Barnes & Noble, Kobo, Amazon, etc. Within two to three 
months the book will be offered in high-quality US Trade Paperback through our website and
major US and International distributors. Certain manuscripts may also be converted to high-
quality audio-books, and/or published in hardcover.  

Translations:
As we ask for domestic and International publishing rights, generally during the first three 
(3) years any translation of the work would be negotiated through us, as Publisher, and 
would be subject to separate three (3) year contracts.

Publicity:
Generally when a book is released in digital format, we conduct no less than two months'  
publicity in the month leading up to and the month following publication. This publicity 
takes the form of promotion on our website, Twitter, Facebook page, our Yahoo group, 
Goodreads, and in distribution of marketing materials to local and regional book outlets, 
book clubs, and libraries in Virginia and in your home area. 

We make the book available free of charge during this period to legitimate book reviewers, 
which we promote with an email marketing campaign and on social networks. During the 
first six months and when the paperback version is released, we often make the ebook version
available for a reduced price, generally 50% off of retail. When the paperback version is 
released, we hold giveaways and offer signed copies as well.

Finally, we promote all books in our catalog during all major US holidays and in conjunction 
with many holidays devoted to recognizing reading, literacy, education, and the birthdays of 
major contributors to the body of literature such as (but not limited to) Charles Dickens, 
William Faulkner, Willa Cather, Jane Austen, Louisa May Alcott, Flannery O'Connor, James 
Joyce, Oscar Wilde, and Edith Wharton. This promotion will include coupon discounts, web 
banners, Facebook ads, and other social networks. We are open to negotiating further 
publicity on a case-by-case basis.

Further questions? Please let us know.

Propertius Press
PO Box 52

Rocky Mount, VA 24151
propertiuspress@gmail.com (540) 238-2329 www.propertiuspress.com
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